
 

Once in a lifetime opportunity to participate in making “Uttar Pradesh a Global Religious 
Tourism Hub”  

 
About the competition 
Department of Tourism, Uttar Pradesh is hosting a “National Design Competition” from 11th 
April to 25th April. The competition calls for submissions in 3 categories – logo design, city gate 
design and city signages design – for each of the 4 proposed religious development councils – 
namely Chitrakoot Teerth Vikas Parishad, Namisharanya Teerth Vikas Parishad, Shukra Teerth 
Vikas Parishad and Vidhyavasini Teerth Vikas Parishad and 6 Buddhist sites under the Buddhist 
Circuit – namely Kapilvastu, Koshambi, Sravasti, Sarnath, Sankasya and Kushinagar.  
 
These councils and sites are proposed to develop religious tourism, conserve cultural and other 
traditions and help in generating direct and indirect employment at the locations. They will also 
work towards preserving cultural, ecological, and architectural ethos of the two areas, hammer 
out development schemes, develop holistic tourism facilities, coordinate with agencies, and 
monitor implementation of schemes.  
 
Brief on the locations   
1. Vikas Teerth Parishads 

• Chitrakoot means the ‘Hill of many wonders’. Lord Rama spent a major part of his exile 
here. According to the epic Ramayana, Chitrakoot is the place where Bharat, brother of 
Lord Rama came to visit him and asked him to return to Ayodhya and rule the kingdom. 
It is believed that the supreme Gods of Hinduism, (Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva) took 
incarnations here. At Chitrakoot, everything relates to Lord Rama and is a spiritual 
retreat, thronged almost throughout the year by travellers, who have a penchant for the 
unknown and unexplored. Chitrakoot is a perfect blend of divinity, serenity and natural 
beauty.  

• Naimisharanya is one of the eight self-manifested holy places also known as ashta-
svayam -vykta kshetras. The followers of Ramanujachrya Sampradaya count it amongst 
the 108 Divya Desham Kshetras and is also believed to the meditation centre of about 
88 thousand saints. It is an ancient place of pilgrimage and of Sanskrit learning which 
has attracted sages, scholars and laymen alike from times immemorial. 
The Mahabharata was composed by Maharishi Vedvyas in Naimisharanya and it is 
said, “Anyone who fasts, prays, and attains perfection at Naimisaranya finds happiness 
in all the worlds.” 

• Vindhyachal, a Shakti Peet, is a center of pilgrimage in Mirzapur District, Uttar Pradesh. 
Housing the Vindhyavasini shrine, Vindhyanchal is a key pilgrimage centre and one of 
the 51 peeths in the country. The temple is in the middle of the Ganga and lakhs of 
devotees visit the area during Chaitra and shardiya and navratra. The proposed council 



will give international recognition to Mirzapur and boost tourism. Vindhyachal is the 
only place in the world, where all the three forms of Goddesses, Lakshmi, Kali and 
Saraswati have specific temples dedicated to them.  

• Shukratal is a place of religious and historical importance situated on the banks of river 
Ganges which is situated only 30 kms from Muzzafarnagar. It is written that the great 
Sage Shuka Dev, son of Maharishi Vyasa, bestowed the knowledge of true liberation on 
King Parikshit narrating the divine Bhagwat Katha, who was cursed to die within seven 
days. Several devotees visit the site every year and make it a point to also perform 
Parikrama around the famous immortal Banyan tree (Akshaya Vat Vriksh) which is said 
to have witnessed the Bhagwat Purana being narrated. 

2. Buddhist sites under Buddhist circuit  
 Sarnath is a sacred site where the Buddha delivered his first sermon,  taught the 

Dhamma (including the four noble truths and eightfold path) and formed the Sangha 
(monastic community). In Sarnath lies the Dhamek Stupa (128 feet high) as well as 
relics of other ancient stupas. The Ashoka Pillar remains are also here which embodies 
the lion capital which is the National Emblem of India.  

 Kushinagar is the place where the Buddha attained Parinirvana (nirvana after death). 
The Buddha breathed his last here. The site is mainly visited not by regular tourists but 
devout Buddhist followers and monks. The Parinirvana Stupa has the reclining statue of 
‘dying Buddha’, Ramabhar Stupa which is the cremation site of the Buddha and Matha 
Kuar Shrine which has a giant statue of the Buddha. 

 Shravasti is an ancient city, one of the largest during the Buddha’s lifetime is a 
significant pilgrimage site for Buddhists or lay travellers. Buddha spent most of the time 
after enlightenment in Shravasti. The Twin Miracle was said to have occurred here, 
where the Buddha emitted flames from the upper part of his body and water from the 
lower. Places of interest are Jetavana Monastery, Anathapindika and Angulimala Stupas 
and Anandabodhi Tree. 

 Sankasya is an ancient site is where the Buddha is said to have returned after 
preaching the dhamma in the world of gods (devas or celestial beings) after the twin 
miracle was performed by him. The Buddha is said to have descended here 
accompanied by Indra and Brahma after preaching the dhamma to his mother in 
heaven.  

 Kapilvastu is being developed as an International Buddhist Pilgrimage Centre. Here, 
Lord Buddha spent 29 years of his early life. There is big stupa, from where the relics of 
Buddha were discovered during excavations.  

 Kaushambi in Uttar Pradesh, India attracts a lot of pilgrims, heritage enthusiasts and 
pilgrims to this antique Buddhist land. The recent excavations undertaken in this 
district reiterated its quaint Buddhist connection right from the time of Lord Buddha. 
This site served as the foundation for an ancient Buddhist monastery, namely 
Ghositarama.  

 
 
Vision 



The Hon. Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh has announced his vision to establish Uttar Pradesh as 
the ‘Global religious tourism hub’ of the country. The creation of these 4 Teerth Vikas Parishads 
and the development of the Buddhist Circuit will help to create new opportunities for people 
and implement development plans to renovate the religious destinations to boost religious 
tourism.   

It is evident that there is potential for Uttar Pradesh to be on the global religious map. This has 
paved the way for the State to take the next leap of progress now, with a vision to weave the 
new-age infrastructure characterised by youth and community participation.  

 

By the people, For the people  

Inspired with the same vision, Department of Tourism (DoT), the nodal agency responsible for 
planned and sustainable development of tourism, is undertaking many projects, initiatives and 
programs in infrastructure, transport, ecology, heritage, religion, city branding, public 
amenities, and accommodation sectors. The vision, strategies and sector wise objectives for 
each religious development council is being formulated with the ambition to imbibe the ability 
of religions and culture aiming to bring people together for the collective development. 
Therefore, DoT intends to maximize the participation especially from the youth, nationally and 
internationally. As an initial step, the DoT is launching International Level Competitions for 
designing  

a) City Logo – As a mark of brand and identity   

b) City Welcome Gates – As city entry points from multiple directions based on Nav Dwara 
Concept.  

c) Signage for the city – For better public movement, legibility and highlighting its culture, ethos 
and plurality.  

This being a lifetime opportunity to participate in the making of “Uttar Pradesh: Religious 
Tourism Hub”, DoT appeals for everyone’s energetic involvement and support in the 
endeavour. 

 

1. City Logo Design Competition  
The city logo should depict the culture, ethos, and identity of the location. The design of 
the logo should evoke sense of spirituality and symbolize architecture, natural features, 
climate, topography, lifestyle, plurality, the great past and future ambitions of the 
location, stories / lessons / era of mythology brand / identity of that specific location 
with innovative use of design, colours, shapes etc.  
 
Awards 



S No. Rank Prize Money (INR) 
1 First Prize INR 50,000+ Certificate 
2 Second Prize INR 25,000+ Certificate 
3 Third Prize INR 10,000+Certificate 
 
Submission requirements  

 Logo should be submitted in PDF format only with maximum size of 5 MB, 
created on a digital platform without any imprints, watermarks.  

 Logo should be designed in colour with a maximum size of 30 cm x 30 cm. File 
should be high resolution – at least 300 pixels per inch at 100% size without any 
pixilation.  

 A single document with design sheet combined with a brief write-up in Hindi / 
English and in native language in 300 words about how the design encapsulates 
the essence of the location to be uploaded on the portal 

 

2. City Welcome Gates  
The Welcome Gates based on the Nav Dwara Concept would become integral part 
depicting the culture, ethos, and identity of the location. The design of the Welcome 
Gates should portray harmony between the great past and future ambitions of the 
location with stories / lessons / era, brand / identity of that location with innovative use 
of design, material selection, textures, colours etc. The design should follow Nagara 
Shaili (northern style temple architecture) and may be combined with modern / 
innovative styles of architecture. 
 
S No. Standard Road Width 
1 6-lane 90m 
2 4-lane 60m 
3 2-lane 30m 
 
 
Awards 
S No. Rank Prize Money (INR) 
1 First Prize INR 1,00,000+ Certificate 
2 Second Prize INR 75,000+ Certificate 
3 Third Prize INR 50,000+Certificate 

 

Submission requirements  
 A3 size (29.7 Cm x 42.0 Cm) format up to a maximum of 2 sheets in PDF Format 

with maximum size of 5 MB.  



 Sheet 1: Concept with relevance to location  
 Sheet 2: Detailed designs - plan, section, elevation, sketches, 3D illustrations  

 
For City Welcome gates design competition, DoT mandates architectural / design / civil 
engineering firms to participate. DoT may award the work of final detailed design, 
working drawings, DPR preparation, bid process management etc. to the award-winning 
firm on consultancy fee basis on mutually agreed terms. 
 

3. Family of signages for the city  
The unified family of public signages will enhance the experience of the tourists by the 
depiction of Culture, Harmony and Architecture of the location through its innovative 
design. They should reflect the notion of the place where they have been placed. They 
should respond to the religious and spiritual character of the place, the prevailing land 
use i.e., Public, Institutional, Recreational etc. The signage should be adaptable, intuitive 
and maintenance / vandalism free. The DoT calls for a family of 3 signages which is 
envisaged to be multilingual and should bring in architectural homogeneity. 
 

 Signages to be placed at the main entrance of the city depicting the general 
directional information and wayfinding  

 Signages to be placed within the city depicting general directional information 
about the Temple Area Precinct, Historical Buildings and Historical Information 
Signs  

 Signages to be placed at the major landmarks 
 
Submission requirements  

 A3 size (29.7 Cm x 42.0 Cm) format up to a maximum of 2 sheets in PDF Format 
with maximum size of 10 MB.  

• Sheet 1: Concept with relevance to location  
• Sheet 2: Detailed designs - plan, section, elevation, sketches, 3D illustrations, 

Material, Color scheme, size, height, width etc. 
 
Awards 
S No. Rank Prize Money (INR) 
1 First Prize INR 50,000+ Certificate 
2 Second Prize INR 25,000+ Certificate 
3 Third Prize INR 10,000+Certificate 

 

 

Important Dates 



S No.  Activity Date 
1 Launching of competitions 11th April 
2 Submission closing date 25th April 

 

 

How to Enter  

 There is no entry fee for participating in the competition. 
 The entrants must complete the online registrations on the competition portal – on UP 

Tourism portal website www.uptourism.gov.in  click on XXXXXX  submit entries  
 Participants are required to submit updated, accurate information on the portal.  

 

Selection Process 

 Entries would be judged based on elements of creativity, technical excellence, visual 
impact and how well they communicate the theme.  

 Participants (individuals or companies) are allowed to make multiple entries in each 
category under each location.  

 All entries received by the stipulated date and found in order, shall be evaluated by a 
Selection Committee, constituted for the purpose. The Committee will shortlist the 
entries and will decide the winner if an entry is found suitable.  

 Winners will be announced for each category under each Teerth Vikas Parishad (namely 
Chitrakoot Teerth, Namisharanya Teerth, Shukra Teerth and Vidhyavasini Teerth) and 
for each Buddhist site in the Buddhist circuit (namely, Kapilvastu, Kaushambi, Sankysa, 
Sarnath, Shravasti, and Kushinagar).  

 The design submissions (PDF File) must not include ANY INFORMATION (Name, 
Organisation, School, etc.) that may reveal participant’s identity.  

 The decision of the Selection Committee would be final and binding on all the 
contestants and no clarifications would be issued to any participants or on any decision 
of the Selection Committee.  

 All winners of the competition will be invited to Lucknow for the prize distribution 
ceremony by Department of Tourism (subject to the travel restrictions applicable in 
response to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19). 

 Any legal proceedings arising out of the competition/ its entries/ winners shall be 
subject to local jurisdiction of Uttar Pradesh State only. Expenses incurred for this 
purpose will be borne by the parties themselves. 

 

Terms and conditions:  



 The design must be original. Plagiarism of any nature will not be allowed, the winning 
design should not be in violation of copyright Acts in the country of origin or the Indian 
Copyright Act, 1957 or the Intellectual Property Rights of any third party.  

 By agreeing to submit, an applicant hereby: warrants that he or she is the original 
designer/creator of the Design. Further, that the Design submitted by the applicant or 
any constituent part of it is not the intellectual property of any third party. The applicant 
also understands that in case the submitted Design is found to be the intellectual 
property of any third party, his/her application will be stand rejected, and the 
Department of Tourism (DoT) will not be responsible for any infringement whatsoever. 
Also, DoT will not indemnify any claim by a third party in connection with of 
infringement Intellectual Rights related to Design submitted by an applicant. 

 In case of any copyright issues, the participant/applicant will be responsible to settle any 
legal proceedings arising out of it at his/her end. Department of Tourism will not be 
responsible.  

 All entries are governed by the provisions of Emblems and Names (Prevention of 
improper use) Act, 1950 and any violation of the said Act will result in disqualification.  

 The design must not contain any provocative, objectionable, or inappropriate content.  
 Payment to the winner will be made through electronic mode for which the necessary 

bank details will be taken after the declaration of winner of the contest.  
 All winners shall be required to provide the original open source file of the design. The 

winning designs would be the intellectual property of the Department of Tourism and 
the winner shall not exercise any right over it. DoT will have unfettered right to modify 
the prize-winning design / entry or add/delete any info/ design feature in any form to it. 
The winner will not exercise any right over their design and shall not use it in any way.  

 The winning design is meant to be used by Department of Tourism for promotional and 
display purposes, information, education, and communication materials and for any 
other use as may be deemed appropriate.  

 There will be no notification to participants of rejected entries  
 Department of Tourism (DoT) reserves the right to cancel or amend all or any part of 

this Contest and/ or Terms and Conditions/ Technical Parameters/ Evaluation Criteria. 
However, any changes to the Terms and Conditions/ Technical Parameters/Evaluation 
Criteria, or the cancellation of the Contest, will be updated/ posted on the platform 
through which initial communication of contest is made. It would be the responsibility 
of the participant to keep themselves informed of any changes in the Terms and 
Conditions/Technical/Parameters / Evaluation Criteria stated for this Contest. the 
necessary bank details will be taken after the declaration of winner of the contest.  

 The responsibility to comply with the Submission of entries, Competition Technical 
Criteria and Selection Process fully lies with the participant(s) and Department of 
Tourism shall not be answerable to any dispute raised by a third party.  



 The winner will be declared through email. DoT shall announce the winner’s name on its 
social media pages and may also upload details on the official website of the Authority.  


